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FARMER. Well, he'm not yeie ; that's certain for zme.

CONSTABLE. [Between the two] You^re quite sure, miss, yu saw 'im
over that wall ?                                                           [A tense moment.

Miss DORA. Quite I   [Miss GRACE has drawn her breath in with a hiss.

FARMER. And not seen un since ?

Miss DORA. No,

FARMER, Nor yu, miss ?                     [Miss DORA stares af her sister.

Miss GRACE. [Throwing up her bead, and with a face like a masQ No.

FARMER. [Picking up MATT'S hat, left by him as be fled} 'Ere, what's
this?

Miss DORA. [Recovering] That ? An old bat of my brother's that
I use sometimes.

FARMER. *Tis uncommon like the one that varmint was wearin*.

Miss DORA. Is it ? Those fishing hats are all the same, [Taking the
bat.] Have you tried the orchard, Mr. Browning ?

FARMER. Ah ! we mun try that, but 'tis gettin* powerful dimsy.
Come, boys, we mun 'ave a gude old luke. The varmint fuled me
bravely. I mun get me own back.

Miss DORA. Try the vicarage I

CONSTABLE. Ah I we'll try that tu.            [They pass out at the window.

[The Two SISTERS are left silent. Miss GRACE suddenly stts down
at the table and covers her face with her hand.

Miss DORA. You told it beautifully, Grace*    Thank you 1

Miss GRACE. [Uncovering her face with a fierce gesture] Thank me for
telling a lie 1

Miss DORA, I'm sorry.

Miss GRACE. Sorry ?    You'd make me do it again !

Miss DORA. [Simply] I would. [Looking after the bunt] Poor
fellow 1                                                               [On the look* between them

The curtain falls.

EPISODE IX

No time has passed. In the vestry of a village church lighted by an oil lamp,
where > at the back> surplices and cassocks are hanging on pegs, a door>
Right\ leads to the churchyard and an open door9 LeJ't> into the church*
There is no furniture except a chair or tm9 and a small table with a jug
on it against the wall "up" from the door^ Left.

[The stage is empty* but almost at once the PARSON enters from the
church^ carrying some overpast Harvest decorations, which he
places on the tabk* He is a slim^gri^l^huind^ brown^ active *
middle-aged man with a good^ lined) clean-shaven fa^ and a
Norfolk jacket; obviously a Kith " High" in bis